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Confidential  section  01  of  04  ankara  000348 
Sipdis 

E.o.  12958:  decl:  01/07/2014  Tags:  prel,  pgov,  pins,  tu  Subject:  turkish  p.m.  Erdogan  goes  to  Washington:  how  strong  a leader  in  the  face  of  st 
(U)  Classified  by  Ambassador  Eric  Edelman;  reasons:  1.5  (b,d). 

1[1 . (C)  Summary:  P.M.  Erdogan  expects  Washington  to  focus  on  Cyprus,  economic  reform,  and  anti-terrorism  cooperation  among  other  issues.  In  tui 
1[2 . (C)  P.M.  Erdogan  appears  to  be  riding  a political  high  and  uncommon  luck  as  he  prepares  for  his  Jan.  28-29  visit  to  Washington,  where  he  he 
1[3 . (C)  Erdogan  has  been  primed  to  hear  plainspoken  expressions  of  U.S.  interest  in  Turkish  action  (1)  to  reach  a Cyprus  settlement  by  May  1;  ( 
1[4 . (C)  In  turn  Erdogan  will  argue  that  raising  U.S. -Turkish  relations  to  a higher  level  depends  directly  on  (1)  clear  USG  political  and  diplon 
Who  are  we  dealing  with? 

1[5 . (C)  Charismatic,  and  possessing  a common  touch  and  phenomenal  memory  for  faces  and  functions  of  thousands  of  party  members  across  the  count 
1[6 . (C)  In  short,  a natural  politician,  Erdogan  has  a common  touch  and  an  ability  to  communicate  his  empathy  for  the  plight  and  aspirations  of 
1[7 . (C)  Moreover,  Erdogan  knows  his  government  has  gained  credit  well  beyond  AK  supporters,  as  well  as  in  the  EU,  for  political  reforms  which, 
1[8 . (C)  Taking  a high-profile  approach  in  pursuing  Turkey's  EU  candidacy  through  direct  campaigning  in  EU  capitals,  Erdogan  has  relished  being 
1[9 . (C)  Erdogan  recognizes  that  U.S.  support  can  be  important  for  Turkey's  economy  and  EU  aspirations.  He  sees  his  task  as  managing  Turks’s  amt 
1[10.  (C)  On  the  other  hand  he  has  made  public  his  discomfort  with  what  most  fellow  Turks  also  see  as  American  complicity  in  creation  of  a de  fa 
The  deeper  challenges  for  erdogan 

1[11.  (C)  Erdogan,  AK,  and  his  government  face  half  a dozen  serious  domestic  challenges  which,  if  he  does  not  manage  them  well,  will  begin  to  pi; 
— Erdogan’s  character:  Erdogan  has  traits  which  render  him  seriously  vulnerable  to  miscalculating  the  political  dynamic,  especially  in  foreign  a 
—Rival  centers  of  power:  Cabinet  Ministers,  Erdogan  advisors  and  a raft  of  M.P.s  constantly  tell  us  of  the  tensions  between  Erdogan  and  Gul,  wi 
—Lack  of  technocratic  depth:  While  some  AK  appointees  appear  to  be  capable  of  learning  on  the  job,  others  are  incompetent  or  seem  to  be  pursuir 
—Weakness  of  public  relations  and  the  image  of  hidden  agendas:  Erdogan  lacks  advisors  who  are  able  to  pre-empt  or  handle  the  news  cycle;  none  c 
—Corruption:  AK  rode  to  power  on  the  common  citizen's  revulsion  against  corruption.  Charges  that  Erdogan  amassed  his  fortune  through  kickbacks 
—Islamist  complexes  and  prejudices:  Some  appointments,  such  as  Prime  Ministry  Undersecretary  Dincer  (who  stands  by  his  1995  article  calling  int 
Comment 

1[12.  (C)  As  Erdogan  rides  the  twin  desires  for  reform  in  Turkey  and  for  wider  prosperity,  he  challenges  those  who  have  traditionally  reserved  p 


